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Synopsis

Acclaimed author and screenwriter William G. Borchert explores the life and times of Lois Burnham
Wilson, the spirited creator of Al-Anon and wife of Alcoholics Anonymous co-founder Bill Wilson.
From her privileged childhood in turn-of-the-century New York City to her socialite status as the
'"Wall Street Wife’ of the charismatic Bill in the roaring ’20s to the couple’s audacious crosscountry
motorcycle excursions in the 1930s, Lois was every bit the adventure-seeker. But nothing could
have prepared her for the chaos, anguish, and loss caused by Bill's seventeen-year descent into the
depths of alcoholism.In this moving story, Borchert reveals how the couple rose from a life of
despair to institute one of the twentieth century’s most important social movements, and how Lois
created a legacy of hope for millions of families devastated by addiction through her uncommon love
and unshakable faith. Borchert drew from a series of exclusive personal interviews with Lois Wilson

to write this definitive biography.
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Customer Reviews

The Lois Wilson Story: When Love is not EnoughBy: William G. BorchertHazeldenCenter City,
Minnesota 55012-0176 Lois Wilson was an amazing, wonderful woman and the world is a better
place because she and her husband were in it. Author William G. Borchert used his words to
express this woman’s life, her trials, tribulations, and sanctification. Lois Wilson was the co-founder
of the Al-Anon, and Alateen fellowships. Her husband Bill Wilson was one of the founders of

Alcoholics Anonymous. This amazing book about her life starts as a flash back. It begins with



introducing you to a very unhappy Lois in the early 1930’s. Then it shifts to her beginnings. The
book takes your hand and walks you through the entire life of Lois Wilson, her family, and some of
her friends. It gives you explicit details about her life, how AA came about, Bill, and Al-Anon. Lois
met her husband Bill, who was four years her junior, in Vermont. This would prove to be a love that
stood the test of time and alcohol. They married in January, before he went of to fight in WWI. They
had a beautiful wedding in her parent’s house in Brooklyn, and they were married for fifty-three
years. Lois’s life with Bill was full of ups and downs. He was in the Army, and then an investigator
on Wall Street. Bill was a genius. He began his drinking days when he was overseas, and it
continued as it was seen as acceptable in his profession. This later carried on into him becoming an
alcoholic. Lois was forced to be the breadwinner of the family as Bill’s drinking got worse and cost
them everything that they had. Through all the years that she went through with him having this

horrible sickness, she began to change and harbor much resentment.
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